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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

 

We all became enthusiastic that we could re-open our bridge club when the WA State Government 

announced the introduction of COVID Phase 3 from 5th June.  It allowed for up to 100 patrons per 

room and reduced the 4 square metre per person rule to 2 square metres. So far so good.  Now we 

could have bridge with more than five tables. However, the requirement to ensure physical distancing 

at tables Is possible (i.e. everyone can be 1.5metre apart) has not changed.  

 

Yesterday at our first committee meeting since the club closed, we explored the possibility of setting 

out four bridge tables in a square making a 1.5m table. Four people sitting at this large table were 
each 1.5m apart. Looking good. But try seeing the playing cards across the table and now we cannot 

play bridge. With the best will in the world, it is not possible to play bridge under these 

circumstances. Can you see us all holding our cards in one hand with opera glasses in the other?  

There has been a suggestion that Perspex screens could be used, but these would need to extend 

beyond each table and would create a dangerous hazard to moving players. In any case, the latest 

COVID Safety Plan states the effectiveness of these is not known and cleaning would be difficult. 

Any smudges would blur vision.    

 

The committee believes that BAWA should make representation to the relevant state department for 

specific consideration of re-opening possibilities for bridge clubs. Other sporting associations have 

clearly made representation on behalf of their sports. Now contact sports are permitted to resume and 

sharing of equipment is permitted. It is the 1.5m physical distancing requirement preventing bridge 

clubs from re-opening and yet public transport does not have to meet these requirements.   

 

So, for the time being, all I can say is do keep contact with each other. Meet up for a coffee or have  a 

chat on the phone.  

 

We will re-open the club as soon as it is possible.  

 

Jan Howell  

 

        

 

       

      AFTERNOON TEA ANYBODY? 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lyndall, Maureen Margaret and Julie have 

found a way to play bridge and enjoy time 

together.  By rotating to each other’s homes 

one afternoon a week they can play bridge 

and enjoy a sumptuous afternoon tea of 

apple tea cakes or chocolate profiteroles 

and a lemon drizzle cake, to name a few 

However, they do look forward to 

seeing other club members when 

restrictions are eased and the club can open 

again. 

 

The Committee is seeking nominations from 

members to fill committee roles.  In particular, 

a member is sought for the role of Treasurer.  

Members are requested contact any committee 

member to let them know your interest. 



ALFRED SHARES HIS ONLINE BRIGE EXPERIENCE 
 

Hanging out for a real game of bridge rather than playing against 

robots or strangers, who are sometimes quite rude, on BBO, I 

ventured into Stepbridge with my existing partners. Getting into 

the website and joining the club was quite easy. The harder part 

is to document our system cards online. Fortunately, following 

the instructions on the Stepbridge website made it easier. 

 

The biggest pressure of playing at Stepbridge I found was the 

time pressure to complete the first one or two boards in time so 

that the last board can still be played. There was an odd occasion 

when the opposition had a bad score on the first board and was trying delay tactics to avoid playing 

the second board. Other than that, most players obliged to try and finish the boards on time. 

 

The greatest delight for me so far is to have connected with a player that I know before the lock down 

but never played together before. Not before long, we have established a pleasant partnership and 

achieved good results now so far. As this partner does not live in Perth, I think we have found a way 

to continue growing this partnership even after the lock down is eased. This is definitely an 

unexpected bonus for me, and I hope for my partner as well. 

 

Our club has a large number of players who participated regularly in Stepbridge tournaments together 

with quite a large WA contingent. So, for those who are still thinking about joining Stepbridge, I 

encourage you to give it a go. 

 

Keep safe and bridging along, my friends (and foes 😉) 

 

Alfred Leung 

 

 

FISKE'S CORNER 
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JIGSAWS STORED AWAY AND NO LONGER WANTED 

Marlene Edland is looking to beg, borrow or ... jigsaws of 500 or 750 pieces.  

Marlene's son Matthew will gladly collect them.  Please contact Marlene on 

0413589953 if you can assist.  

Test your declarer play 

 

As South, after no bidding from the opponents, you do well to reach a 

contract of 4. West leads 2 (4th highest) and East plays 9 which you 

win with A. With 6 trump tricks, 2 spades and a diamond, you have to 

decide how best to get a 10th trick.  How are you going to handle the 

spades?  Try and decide before reading on.  

 

Clearly you can make an extra spade trick if the spades break 3-3 but that 

is only a 36% chance. Leading towards the 10 in dummy gives you an 

extra trick if West has both the Queen and Jack and that increases your 

chances to a little over 50%. Best of all, however, is to take a ruff in the 

dummy. Yes, you read that right. Do not draw trumps. Instead, play the 

Ace and King of spades and then play a third round of spades. The 

opponents will win but now you can ruff your 4th spade with the K in 

dummy. This increases your chances to a wonderful 84%. (You will only 

go down if the spades break 5-1 or 6-0). 

 

 

 


